


Zyc Gospel fMessruger, 


AND 


SOUTHERN EPISCOPAL REGISTER. 





— = — 


WoO. 45. 


vou. IV. SEPTHMBER, 1827. 








SERMCN NO. XXVII. 


A SERMON, 


In aid of the Ladies’ Benevolent Society of Charleston. 


(The Anniversary of this Society occurring in the present month, 
we have sought and been obligingly favoured with the following 
Sermon, the perusal of which is adapted to promote, as the preach- 
ing of it some years ago did, essentially, the welfare of that very 


meritorious institution. | 
Luke x. 33, 34, 35. 


“ But a certain Samaritan, as he journeved, came where he was; and when he saw 
him, be had compassion on him, and weat to him and bound up his wounds, pouring 
in oi! and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him, and on the morrow, when he departed, he took out (wo pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said unto him, take care of him: and whatsoever thou spendest 
more, when I come again, | will repay thee. ’ 


Breturen—I am to address you to-day on a new and very in- 
teresting occasion. A society of ladies presents itself before you, 
who have associated themselves to search out the abodes of poverty 
and wretchedness, and convey to the miserable inhabitants relief 
and consolation. ‘They come to this temple of God in behalf of 
the sick and the impotent, who cannot be at its gates, they ask of 
those who enter as followers of the compassionate Jesus, to bestow 
alms. Happily for me, there is something in the very face of this 
society, Which secures it such possession of the good will and as- 
sistance of all the generous, as renders it entirely independent of 
my aid. By a happy coincidence also, there has been read to you, 
in the epistie for the day, a description more eloquent than unin- 
spired man can produce, of the excellence, character, and impor- 
tance of charity, whereby it is rendered unnecessary for me to enter 
tbstractedly upon a discussion of the spirit which ghould actuate 
or the motives which should animate Christians in a exercisegsf 
that part of charity to which the occasion invites them. I have, 
therefore, taken for a guide to our meditations, a portion of thepa- 
rable of the good Samaritan—not to commend it to your admira- 
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tion—you have known its beauty as long as you have known any 
thing of the gospel of Christ—not to illustrate the points of its tray. 
cendant excellence, you have often dwelt upon these, ’til| Your 
hearts almost glowed with the spirit of its author, and you found 
expression in every line—but, as affording me in a consideratioy 
of the object of the Samaritan’s charity, in the manner and exte nt 
of it, and of our implied obligations to imitate it, means of exhibj:. 
ing to you, the model and best commendation of an institution, 
which, in the modest language of one of its most zealous members, 
wishes for no higher appellation than that of the Samaritan Society, 
This, then, is the method of our discourse. 

We will first direct your attention to the object of the Samaritan’: 
charity—secondly, to the manner and extent of it,—and, thirdly, 
our obligation to imitate it. And do thou, O Spirit of Charity, de. 
scend first from thy place, by the throne of God, upon the hearts of 
my hearers, to prepare them to hear with an inclination to approve 
the assertion of thy claims, the commendations of thy charms. 

The object of the Samaritan’s s charity, was a fellow-being in dis- 
tress. It is not said what was his station, his character, or his ep- 
dowments—but only that he was a man. As he travelled on busi- 
ness, or for pleasure, he fell among thieves, who stripped him of 
his raiment and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
He was one whom adversity had overtaken, and in making the de- 
scription of him, such as it is, our Lord probably intended to en- 
brace under it, the case of every person, who, in the journey of life, 
falls a prey to misfortune and sorrow. ‘This world is a wilderness, 
over which men are travelling in every direction, exposed to innu- 
merable evils—and not a path of it is there in which some may not 
be found, who have been overtaken by robbers, stripped of their 
possessions, and left with scarce half an enjoyment of life. Here, 
we may behold one whom vice has led to her haunts, and stripped 
him of health and raiment, and of strength to recover himself—and 
ah! he is slowly dying of his wounds. There, we may see another. 
upon whom poverty has come and stripped him of all that he had, 
and he is left exposed, without an emotion of hope to all the in- 
clemency of impoverished life. In this hovel, we may behold a 
mother, whom sickness has assailed, and stripped her of strength 
and means to provide for her offspring, leaving her to languish on 
an unmade bed—unaided by medicine—unsoothed by consolation. 
for want of some one to administer it. In that miserable abode, we 
may find a child, whom death hath robbed of his father and his 
mother, and he is left to encounter, naked and friendless, calam- 
ties, at sight of which the heart recoils—or to perish under the 
miseries of his condition. These all have a representative in the 
person of the man who went down trom Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thigves. No Samaritan can journey far in the paths 0! 
life, without me eting with objects for his charity. 

But further—the object of the charity of the Samaritan in the 
text, was of another people from his benefactor. God hath made 
of one blood all nations of men that dwell on the face of the earth. 
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and the charity which is bounded by geographical limits, is not the 
charity of heaven. The stranger ig often coupled in scripture with 
the fatherless and widows, as sharing with them the strongest claim 
on her pity and assistance. Our Saviour, by this beautiful touch of 
his pencil, has taught us that every human being is our neighbour— 
and when he suffers, is entitled to relief. 

Moreover—in the traveller from Jerusalem, the Samaritan be- 
held one, whom he might have thought hostile, for the Jews had no 
dealings with the Samaritans—one of the people whom he was 
taught to consider as erroneous in their principles, and odious in 
their lives. ‘The vices of the needy, it is sometimes said, in apolo- 
ey for withholding alms—their vices have brought on their mise- 
ries—they are unworthy of pity or assistance. But, O man, who 
hast thy charity restrained by this consideration, pause and ask 
thyself whether the most worthless of thy race be in his misery 
more unworthy of thy mercy than thou wast in thy sins, of the re- 
deeming mercy of God. The Samaritan stopped not to inquire 
concerning the suflerer whom he saw, what was his faith or what 
his life—but, when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and 
went to him, and bound up his wounds. 

And this brings me to the second thing proposed for your conside- 
ration,—the course and extent of the Samaritan’s charity. It be- 

an in tenderness—it was efficient—it was generous—it rested not 
till its work was completed. As soor as he saw a fellow-being in 
distress he had compassion on him; and were man perfect, the 
sight of the sufferings of man would always move his compassion. 
Pity dwells with perfect beings—she is a daughter of God. It is 
pride or selfishness, or a philosophy, as evil as either; all of them 
the offspring of our nature in its fallen state, that can induce any 
to hold in derision the tenderness of sympathy, or the eagerness 
of mercy, to gather under her wings as many sufferers as she can. 
Christians will not be ashamed to feel, when they call to mind the 
precept of their religion, which commands them to be tender heart- 
ed, and remember the tears for the afflicted, which were seen on the 
face of the Son of God. 

Feeling, however, does little good, if it produce no acts. To sigh 
near the wounded, may soothe, but cannot heal him. The charity 
of the Samaritan, let it be further remarked, was efficient. He 
turned from his own path—he ceased from his own pursuits, and went 
to the deserted sufferer. ‘he wine and the oil which were wanted, he 
furnished from his own stores. With his own hands he bound up 
the wounds of the afflicted stranger. On his own beast he conveyed 
him to a place of safety and comfort. He acted as well as felt; 
and like his will be the compassion of every person who would 
have it approved in the sight of heaven. Efficient charity is the 
only charity which is valuable. Such was the charity of Jesus 
Christ, who went about doing good. Such is the charity of God, 
who rests not, day nor night, from works of beneficence. 

It is to be added, that the charity of the Samaritan was generous 
and persevering—he was not content with relieving himself from 
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the pain of beholding a miserable object—he thought not his duty 
discharged, till the object of his pity was completely relieved. 4j| 
night he staid with him—* and on the morrow, when he departed. 
he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said yn, 
him, take care of him: and whatsoever thou spendest more, whey | 
come again, I will repay thee.”” There are many persons, who, tp 
be rid of importunity, or to indulge a present feeling, give and think 
no more afterward of the condition of their pensioners! But try, 
charity, is thoughtful, generous, and persevering. She is not cop. 
tent with mitigating the immediate distress. Her offices partake of 
the character of the intercessions of the Redeemer, whicb endure 
as long as the objects of them need them. She resembles the mere, 
of the Deity, which seeks the complete restoration and subsequen 
happiness of the beings whom it has ransomed from destruction.— 
‘Take care of him, and whatsoever thou spendest more, when | 
come again, | will repay thee.” It was the voice of heavenly pity. 
She comes not to the side of the sufferer to look on him, and leave 
him, but extends her view to the end of his calamity, and is anxious 
to have it terminate in comfort and peace. 

One would think an example so lovely as this, would need no 
arguments to commend it to our imitation. When did human na- 
ture appear more estimable? In what work of man has he ever 
approached to a nearer resemblance of the God of love? Yet, there 
are many sufferers who find no Samaritan. There are Samaritans 
who give as they pass, and think no more of the wretched. Indeed, 
when we think of the number of poor in the world, and of the ex- 
tent of their sufferings—when we reflect that they are authorized to 
receive, in God’s behalf, the tribute which any are willing to render 
him of the good things which he hath given them—when we call 
to mind the portion of their goods which God required of his cho- 
sen people for the use of the poor—and the precept of the gospel to 
lay aside, on the first day of the week, for this purpose, a portion of 
alms, according as God hath blessed us—when we consider how 
much greater obligations are upon Christians than upon others, to 
gratitude, compassion and generous deeds, it may be questioned 
whether so much of the wealth of men, generally, is thus devoted, 
as God might reasonably claim, and they would find it for thei 
own happiness to bestow. Let us then observe our motives to im- 
itafe the charity of the good Samaritan. Here, 1 might insist upon 
the pleasure which arises from doing good, and. with which the 
Spirit of God rewards the merciful man in this present world. | 
might also direct your faith to the world to come, and to the Son of 
Man, awarding from the throne of his glory, places in heaven to 
those, who, on earth, have cultivated the kindly affections, and 
abounded in works of mercy and pity. I might insist upon the 
title of the poor to compassion and assistance—a title which God 
has given them in his own name, and recorded in his word, and the 
respect which is paid to it, he observeth on high. But, I prefer to 
confine myself to two points, which, among Christians, will alone 
he deemed sufficient. 
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In the first place, without such imitation, we cannot be like Jesus 
Christ. His spirit was the spirit of compassion and usefulness, and 
unless the spirit which was in Christ Jesus be also in us, we are none 
of his. : ‘ae Le 

{n the next place, without such imitation, we cannot truly love God 
and our neighbour; or, in other words, have that charity, which is 
the end of the commandment, and without which, we are nothing. 
if we would inherit eternal life, the love of God must be shed 
abroad in our hearts, and reign in us. But we cannot love God, if 
we love not our brother, for his sake, who bath made and received 
him, and given us this commandment—that he who loves God, 
love his brother also. The parable was spoken to satisfy an in- 
quirer upon this subject, and illustrate a declaration of scripture. 

To discharge this obligation—to be like the good Samaritan, 
and partake of his pleasure and praise, an opportunity is now of- 
fered, as engaging as any that will be presented to you inthe course 
of your lives. The Society in behalf of which I have the happi- 
ness to address you, has claims to assistance which are seldom 
equalled. A society of females, associated to seek the abodes of 
the wretched, that they may convey medicine to the sick—clothing 
to the naked—food and fuel to the perishing—consolation to the 
dying—and sympathy and advice to all. How fair and goodly the 
Institution! What scope for its usefulness in this city. I will not 
ask you to accompany me to the scenes of distress of all these kinds 
by which we are surrounded ; but will lay before you a statement, 
furnished me by one of its officers, of the general plan upon which 
the “ Ladies’ Benevolent Society” is conducted, and some of the 
most interesting transactions that have taken plate since its estab- 
lishment, a statement,* from facts, which will discover to you, 
how useful to the best interests of humanity this institution might 
be, if its funds were adequate to its benevolent purposes, more af- 
fecting and impressive than any thing which my mind can produce. 

Such is the society which you are invited to aid with your dona- 
tion, that they may go on in their truly Christian, and most inter- 
esting undertaking. There is an allegorical view of the parable we 
have been contemplating ; which, when it is considered attentively, 
forms one of the most powerful pleas in behalf of this institution. 
In the situation of the traveller from Jerusalem to Jericho, you may 
find a representation of your own condition since the fall—robbed 
and wounded, stripped and left half dead on the desert of life— 
Jesus Christ is the good Samaritan, who, when he saw you, had 
compassion on you; and when the Priest and the Levite could do 
nothing for your salvation, came to you himself, pouring into your 
wounds the wine of his blood, and the oil of his spirit, and taking 
you to his church, that there you may be sheltered and attended, 
and furnished with a supply of all your wants. He hath paid for 
all, and through his beneficence, you have wine and muk, and all 
‘piritual sustenance provided, without money and without price. 


' This statement, we regret, did not accompany the manuscript of the Sermon. 
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It is his pleasure that here you should abide, progressing 1, , 
perfect recovery, till he shall come again, when he shall consyp,. 
mate your restoration by his mighty power, and take you with hin, 
to his residence in heaven. Now, I will venture the assertion, thay 
if this great benefactor, to whom you owe your rescue from eterna 
destruction, to life and peace, and the hope of a blissful immorta)), 
ty, stood before you, and pointed out a way in which you migly 
acceptably manifest your gratitude to him, there is nothing in you, 
power which you would not be willing to do for him in return fo, 
your great deliverance. Wonderful condescension of our blesse; 
Lord! To afford you opportunities of making some returns for hj; 
_ love, he hath placed the poor in his stead. Their obligations he bath 
assumed. What is done to them he hath told you is done to hiyp, 
In the amiable women, therefore, who are followiug him in thy 
steps of his compassionate example, and in ministering to the poo; 
and needy, are ministering unto him—He, himself does virtually ask 
your beneficence. Christians, can ye refuse him your alms; be 
who hath saved you, and shall judge you in the great day! Wi) 
ye withhold from him your charity? Will you prefer to expend 
your wealth upon the unsatisfying pleasures of this vain life? No! 
If, at the end of the world, he shall set on the throne of judgment, 
and you shall stand before him, dear to you is the opportunity of 
expressing your obligations for his favour—anxious you would x 
to manifest before-hand your gratitude for the mediation which 
shall that day put you in possession of eternal life. Remember, 
then, that in the persons of the poor, he has left upon earth repr- 
sentatives of himself to receive your gratitude—thus enabling you 
to shew kindness and generosity to that very Samaritan, who saved 
you when you were ready to perish—to whose oil and wine you 
owe the healing of your wounds—who hath restored you to con- 
fort and peace, to convalescence and the most blissful hopes, when 
he found you upon the desart of blood, stripped and wounded, ané 
left half dead. 

. <1 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


RESPECTING CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS. 


Messrs. Eprrors—I set a higher value on your pages and my time, 
than to waste either in a wordy war; and therefore I shall not stop 
to vindicate either the style or the spirit of my remarks in you! 
June number, which seem to have displeased ‘‘Candour” in yout 
last. Let me barely say, however, that in my view, raillery is 0° 
railing, and I had rather be pleasant, nay “ flippant” if you will, 0" 
a matter of no great moment, than caustic. I can readily pardon ® 
little sensitiveness on the part of “* Candour” for the honor of his 
diocess—I mean the diocess of New-Yosk—though at my oW" 
cost—because it answers the end I had in view. I am willing ‘° 
have stirred his zeal in this behalf, even at the risk of stirring b' 
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temper too; for if “ Candour” had not been slightly chafed, he 
would have discerned in my remarks, ‘instead of the spirit and, 
temper” which he ascribes to them, evidence of a desire, and an 
fort, to advance the interests of our excellent seminary, and to stir 
up each other to a pious emulation in love and good works in its be- 

half.” Such, he may be assured, was my design, and he may safely 

count me, though “ill-informed,” yet well disposed towards that 

raluable institution, as long as it maintains its present character of 
soundness in the faith, and efficiency in learning. 

But my present purpose is merely to guard your readers against 

a mistake, into which some of them might be led by ‘“* Candour’s”’ 

statement, that “of the six deacons ordained in South-Carolina— 
not one was an @lumnus of that Seminary.” This fact was not un- 

known to me; and “*Candour” must be aware that it neither takes 
away the ground of my inquiry respecting the New-York candi- 
dates, nor answers it. ‘‘Candour” is a dextrous sophister. He 

finds his own defences weak, and so he carries the war into the 
enemy's camp. ‘This argumentum ad hominem, I grant you, is very 

handy, and it stops my mouth. But let us examine it a moment. 

From South-Carolina, not one out of six ordained deacons was an 

alumnus of the Seminary ; from New-York, out of thirty, nine were 

alumni—ergo, what {—therefore, all the New-York Candidates for 

Orders, who could and ought, have availed themselves of the ad- 

vantages of the Seminary {—Prohk pudor! This is the conclusion 

which “* Candour”’ ought to have drawn to meet my inquiry. But 

this he saw was a non sequitur—it would not follow. The just con- 

clusion from his argument is this, that a larger proportion of the 

candidates from New-York, than from South-Carolina, have com- 

pleted their studies at the Seminary. Grant it—and I would forthe 

credit, nay, for the profit of the Church in South-Carolina, it were 
otherwise—yet surely ‘“‘Candour” cannot suppose that I can be 

surprised at this—or that any one can be. Is it not naturally to be 

expected? And would it not argue ill for the credit and character 

ofthe Seminary if it were otherwise—if it were less esteemed and 

patronized at home, than abroad—and more honored in a distant 


| state than at its own doors? But I had no wish to institute any 


such comparison. My hearty desire and prayer to God was, and 
is, that every candidate for orders, whether in or out of the diocess 
of New-York, may so highly esteem the dignity, and estimate the 
difficulty, of the sacred office to which he aspires, as to feel the ob- 
ligation and duty of availing himself, at almost any sacrifice, of 
the best means which the Church, under God, has provided, for 
qualifying him to discharge the functions of the ministry to the 
glory of God, and the edifying of the Church. And such being my 
sentiments, I am glad to learn from,“‘ Candour,” that, from New- 
York, as. elsewhere, there have been many more Students of the Se- 
mnary than alumni ;” and that “a fair proportion of the New-York 
candidates have belonged, for a longer or shorter time, to it.”’ This 
touches the matter of my inquiry, and is welcome news to one pre- 
ously ignorant of the latter fact, though not quite so “of the 
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meaning of terms.” And as some of your readers may possibly , 
as ignorant of the facts relative to the candidates from this dioces, 
as | was with respect to some of those from New-York, | think , 
proper to state here, that although “‘ not one of the six deacons oy. 
dained in South-Carolina was an alumnus of the Seminary,” ye, 
that five of them were, for a longer or shorter time, students 4: it, 
and four of them for the greater part of the whole required course. 
And it is gratifying to know, that, although none of the candidates 
from South-Carolina, have, as yet, received the honors of the Sp. 
minary, or can hail it as their alma mater, rather more than a {ai 
proportion of them have honored it with filial duty, and—* circuy 
ubera nati” —have drunk instruction at its fountain head. 

In conclusion, I cordially unite with ** Candour” in the hope tha 
the canon of the last Convention, extending the term of candidate. 
ship to three years, may put an end, and that speedily, to the se. 
rious evils heretofore resulting from the too great facility of admis. 
sion to orders; and further, that it may be the means of “ securing 
for our Church the services of a: competent, well qualified, and well 
educated ministry ;” by inducing a larger number, if not all, of ihe 
candidates, to avail themselves of the great advantages offered by 
full course of theological study at the Seminary, the neglect of which, 
hitherto, has not been, in my opinion, justified by the circumstances 
alleged. In this sincere expression of a common interest in rela- 
tion to this important subject, I trust ‘‘ Candour” will find evidence 
of any thing, but a spirit of hostility to ‘‘the Bishop and Diocess of 
New-York,” to whom, and which I cheerfully allow the praise of 
zealous and active, if not always judicious efforts to advance the 
prosperity of our Church. I beg him at least to accept the olive 
branch of peace, if he will not allow me to say “ merui candor 
favorem.” Q. 


Ise 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON KNEELING AT THE OFFERTORY AND EXHORTATION. 


It were, perhaps, to be wished, for the sake of securing uniformi- 
ty and propriety in our public worship, that the rubrics were 1n some 
cases, more explicit than they are. But when they are silent, the 
deficiency may generally, I eee! be supplied by a sound dis- 

e 


cretion, having reference to the reason of the thing. 

A case of this kind, 1 think, occurs in the Communion office, 
with respect to the propet posture of the congregation, during the 
reading of the offertory and exhortation. I have noticed a variance 
of practice in this particular, im regard to-which the rubric is sie, 
and it appears to me that the posture of kneeling at such time, 
adopted by some devout worshippers, though springing, I am aware, 
from the most pure and pious motive, is both inexpedient and un- 
becoming. It is not my purpose, at present, to state the reasom 
for this opinion, though I could advance several, and good ones. 
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because I think they will be sufficiently apparent on a little reflec- 
‘ion, in connection with the subjoined extracts, which express the 
sentiments of two respectable commentators. Ido not know any 
ofa contrary opimon. I would barely observe, however, that the 

sture nal bit of prayer are clearly incompatible with the collec- 
tion of alms, which is the end of the sentences in the offertory, and. 
by which all other devotions must be interrupted. In cominenting 
on the rubric prefixed to the general Confession, which is to be 
made by the Priest and people, “* humbly kneeling,” Dr. Mant says, 
“the people are evidently supposed to have been in a posture dif- 
ferent from kneeling during the exhortation, ‘ Dearly beloved in the. 
Lord,” and the invitation, “ ye that do truly and earnestly repent,” 
which precedes the Confession now about to be made. At this time, 
according to the injunction now delivered by the Priest, and accord- 
ing to the rubric which follows, they, as well as the minister him- 
self, are to knéel. I veuture to make this remark, because in seve- 
ra) congregations I have observed, that it is a practice for the peo- 
le to kneel during the exhortation and the invitation; a practice 
not only hardly consistent with the rubric, but incorrect, also, as I 
apprehend, in principle; inasmuch as the posture in which they 
receive the exhortation of the winister, should differ from that in 
which they join with him in making confession of their sins, or hear 
from him a declaration of pardon.” 

Bishop Brownell, in his commentary on this place, in his Family 
Prayer Book, says, the rubrics “are not so clear in relation to the 
posture of the people. Hence, we see a great variety in the prac- 
tice of different congregations: indeed there is often much diversity 
in the same congregation; and individuals are embarrassed with 
considerations concerning the attitude which propriety requires, 
while they should be engaged in the most solemn acts of devotion. 
The English Liturgy is not more explicit in this matter than our 
own; and it is much to be wished that we might have some proper 
regulations set forth by autherity. Until this shall be done, the fol- 
lowing directions are suggested as the dictates of propriety. 

1. “The people are supposed to be seated during the offertory ; 
but when the minister calls upon them to join in prayer “for the 
whole state of Christ’s Church militant,”’ let them assuine the atti- 
tude of kneeling. 

2. “ At the close of this prayer, let the people rise, and continue 
standing during the exhortation, and the invitation to the Commu- 
nion. This attitude will indicate their readiness to hear, and their 
willingness to come. Indeed, the succeeding rubric must suppose 
them to be standing, (or in the less appropriate posture of sitting) 
for it calls upon them to kneel at the confession which follows. 

3. “ Asthe posture of kneeling is required during the Confession, 
‘0 let it be continued to the close of the Absolution. . 

4. “ After the Absolution, the Priest calls upon the Communi- 
cants to “hear the comfortable words of their Saviour ;” and here 
let them rise, and listen to them with reverence and gratitude. | And 


GOS. MES&.—VOL. IV. 34 








266 Bishop Ravenscroft’s Address. [Sep 


let them continue standing during the sentences, the Versicles, the 
proper preface, and the trisagium. 

5. ‘* This eucharistic part of the service is followed by an act of 
humiliation by the Priest,” in the name of all those who shall »p. 
ceive the Communion. As he is directed to kneel, it is*proper tha, 
they should assume the same posture ; and it seems also proper th, 
they should continue in the same attitude during the succeediy, 
prayer of Consecration. 

6. “* This most solemn part of the service is followed by the sing. 
ing of a hymn, which is performed standing. | 
"o. “The consecrated bread and wine is directed to be received 
“devoutly kneeling ;” and this should be the posture during the 
post-communion service, with the exception of the Gloria in Excel. 
sis, which is to be * said or sung, all standing.” 

If the above judicious “directions were generally adopted, y; 
should see, what is certainly desirable, a beautiful harmony, as wel! 
as a uniform propriety, pervading this impressive portion of ou; 
public service, and aptly significant of the ‘“‘ one heart and on 
x Rye which, I trust, still, under all diversities of form, animate 
t 


c one body of Christ. 4. 


FROM BISHOP RAVENSCROFT’S ADDRESS 


To the last Convention of North-Carolina, we extract the following 
particulars of ; general interest : 


‘Three new Churches have been begun, and are in different de- 
grees of forwardness to completion: one in Raleigh, one in Eliz 
beth City, and one for the congregation of Christ Church, Rowan 
which last is so far finished, as to be occupied ; and would have 
been consecrated this spring, had the state of my health permitted 
me to visitthem. These,indications of an increasing interest in fa 
vour of religion and of the Church, are confirmed by a corresponé- 
ing increase of attachment to our principles; as these have becowe 
better known, they are better understood and felt, in their close and 
inseparable connection with that good hope, which heaven hath 
granted to a world of fallen sinners, through the ‘appointments of 
the Gospel. And I have the satisfaction of being able to state, that 
a deeper sense of religious obligation, and a livelier state of rell- 
gious feeling is arising throughout our communion. In this, the 
faithfulness of that little band of brothers, who labour in this por- 
tion of the Lord’s vineyard, is manifested ; and in the unequalled 
unanimity in which weare yoked together, I find a comfort and ® 
consolation, and an encouragement which cheer and gladden ™’ 
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heart, and strengthen me to meet my various duties with that happy 
confidence which is inspired by harmonious counsels and united 
exertions. 

With these blessings, which demand, and I trust draw forth, our 
highest thankfulness, there is, nevertheless, mingled such a portion 
of adversity, as to admonish us of the uncertainty which attends all 
sublunary things. God hath seen fit, in his inscrutable wisdom, to 
remove from us, by the hand of death, two most zealous and active 
ministers, whose qualifications were peculiarly suited to their re- 
spective spheres of duty, and whose memories will lung be cherished 
in the strong affection entertained for them, by those among whom 
they laboured. The Rev. Mr. Pierson and the Rev. Mr. Brainerd, 
were permitted to remain but a little while with us; yet, in that little 
time, God enabled them to leave a record of diligence and faithful- 
ness, the reward of which, we humbly tfust, they now reap. 

By this event, eight congregations, and nearly one fourth of the 
whole number of our communicants, have been deprived of the re- 
gular ministrations and ordinances of religion, for the greater part 
of the past year; and though I learn, since my arrival in this place, 
and with much satisfaction, that the Rev. Mr. Freeman has under- 
taken the charge of three of the late Mr. Pierson’s congregations— 
the others are yet vacant, with no reasonable expectation of being 
speedily supplied. Notwithstanding every diligence has been used, 
various circumstances operate against our obtaining a supply of 
clergymen from other Diocesses. Among these, the opinion enter- 
tained of our climate, in the more northerly Diocesses, is ostensibly 
the chief; and however erroneous, is unhappily confirmed, by the 
decease of the two young and active clergymen; whom we so deeply 
lament; the other, and as is believed, the main objection, is the 
small amount of salary which the congregations in general are able 
or disposed to pay. Over the one, we possess no control: it is in 
the hand of God ; over the other, we do possess control ; for it is in 
ourown hands; and but very little is hazarded in asserting the 
opinion, that was the compensation more consistent with the office 
and its duties, the objection on the score of climate would, in a 
great degree, cease to operate. 

But whatever weight may be attached to this opinion, the cireum- 
stances which have drawn them forth, cannot fail, I think, to suge 
gest to this Bodyyand to the members of the Church in general, the 
great advantage which would be derived from encouraging the 
natives of the climate, who are assimilated to our manners and 

customs, and whom we might hope to retain among us, to devote 
themselves to this great and honorable work. For this purpose we 
possess very wmgls means—not only in the actual wealth of the 
members and friends of our communion, but in the resources al- 
réady furnished, and the amount subscribed, and uncollected, to 
the friends of the General Seminary, by this Diocess. These would 
entitle ue to the board and tuition of two candidates for the minis- 
try in that institution, and would enable us to add to the number of 
our clergy, at the conglusion of every three years, two ministers, 
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qualified to take charge of the congregations formed or become 
vacant, in the interim, and to defend and to promote the great and 
inseparable interests of revealed religion and of the Church of 
Christ. I therefore feel it my duty to recommend this subject 1, 
the attention of this Convention and to suggest the propriety of ay 
inquiry into the state of the funds subscribed in this Diocess to th, 
General Seminary, that they may be applied to their proper pur. 
pose, and form the basis of such plans, as common consent and , 
common interest shall devise, to carry into effect a measure so jp. 
portant to the common good. 

Intimately connected with this subject, is that of the Episcopate; 
and however delicate it may be for the incumbent of an office to 
draw attention to its actual condition, Ll feel that I must encounte; 
it, both for your sakes and for my own. 

Under the present arrangement, the duties required by the affair 
of the Diocess, cannot be performed with the efficiency that is desi. 
rable, and which is, I trust, attainable. The short space of time 
which can be allotted to each, in visiting twenty-four congregations 
situated at such distances from each other, as 350 miles from Eas 
to West, and 220 from North to South, in twenty-six weeks, defeats 
in a great degree, one very important purpose of the office I am ep- 
trusted with, and deprives me of that personal acquaintance wit) 
the great majority of those whose spiritual interests are committed 
to my oversight; on which, much of the progress and prosperity of 
the Charch must depend. But as your own experience of the il! 
effect of the hurried manner in which I am obliged to pass from 
place to place, must be sufficient to prove the propriety, not to say, 
the necessity, of takipg the whole of my time to the affairs of the 
Diocess ; I will only enforce this proof, by presenting to your con- 
sideration the advantage which would be derived from it, to the 
congregations unexpectedly deprived of their pastors ; as in the re- 
cent instances of Washington and Warrenton. This measure is 
also called for by the increasing business of the Diocess: the cor- 
respondence thereby occasioned, is of itself a considerable labour, 
WF necescnrily occupies mnuch of that time and thought which, 
strictly speaking, are the property of my parish. Apart, however, 
from all immediate considerations, the true interests of this Diocess 
call upon the Convention to adopt the most speedy method of ren- 
dering their Bishop independent of a parochial charge. All expe- 
rience has proved, that where the two duties have been joined, nel- 
ther have been fully executed ; as either is sufficient to occupy the 
industry and ability of one person; beth are too heavy a charge to 
be alike faithfully attended to; one, if not both, must suffer, and as 
the parish is that most likely to be neglected, parishes will learn to 
avoid the connection. If, therefore, it is the desire of this body tv 
maintain the Church in this Diocess, and to transmit to their chi- 
dren the pure gosficl of Jesus Christ: if it wishes to preserve what |: 
already done, and to"promote the progress of ‘what is commenced, 
and promises so rich a harvest of private and public good, it,will 
take this subject into effective consideration, and by establishing @ 
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fund for the support of the Episcopate, give stability to the Church, 
and, thereby, secure to posterity the benefit of those sound and scrip- 
tural services, through which, she inculcates the doctrines of pure 
and undefiled religion. 

As the propositions from the General Convention, on the abridg- 
ment of certain parts of the daily service, at the discretion of the 
officiating minister, will necessarily claim some part of your atten- 
tion at this session; and as it is proper that the Diocess at large 
should be enabled to consider the subject, unbiassed by any erro- 
neous representation, I take this method of laying it before you upon 
its actual grounds. 

The propositions originated in the House of Bishops, and in so far 
as reJates to the discretionary abridgment of the reading psalms and 
the proper lessons, were grounded on the principle of conciliation, 
to accommodate those who complain ef the length of the service, 
and to permit that to be done by law, which was done by many 
without law, and was in truth a measure to relieve from the painful 
dilemma of knowingly permitting the laws of the Church to be dis- 
regarded, or of enforcing attention to the rubrics upon a numerous, 
and it is to be feared an increasing body of our clergy. No altera- 
tion of the Liturgy was contemplated, neither is any effected, al- 
though the word has been largely used in reference to this subject. 
The question for your consideration is not an alteration of the Li- 
turgy, but the policy of granting a discretionary power to shorten 
the service at the pleasure of the minister in certain specified parts 
thereof; and on this, you will of course be guided by a careful con- 
sideration of the advantage expected to be gained, compared with 
the price to be paid for it. Now, this advantage, as appears to me, 
is the accommodation of some of our clergy, and of their occasional 
hearers, who are either of no religious persuasion, or of other de- 
nominations, by shortening the morning service about fifteen mi- 
nutes at the utnrost, in point of time, as the price of alarming the 
fears, and outraging the feeling® of the great majority of the clergy, 
the communicants and members of the Church, and of introducing 
a diversity of practice in the public worship of God, which will ul- 
imately unsettle the affections of Episcopalians towards the Litur- 
gy, and end in surrendering it, with whatever is distinctive of our 
primitive and apostolic character, to the persevering attacks of our 
enemies, aided by the weak expectation of some who call them- 
selves our friends, that these enemies are thus to be won over fram 
their opposition to our principles. A subject which involves such 
weighty consequences, is entitled to mature consideration; and as 
itis not necessary that any decision should be made until the Con- 
vention of 1829, I would recommend that the propositions be insert- 
ed in the journal of our proceedings, for the consideration of the 
Church, that they may be acted upon with that.unanimity which 
has hitherto attended all our proceedings, and which, 1 trust, will 
preside over our present counsels. 
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FROM BISHOP KEMP’S ADDRESS 


To the last Convention of Maryland, we make the following extract; . 


“I attended the General Convention, which sat in Philadelphi, 
on the 7th day of November. The principal business transacted 
by that Convention, in addition to the usual concerns of the Church, 
was a proposition brought in and passed for an addition to some of 
the rubrics in the Book of Common Prayer. In as much as this 
business has been greatly misunderstood, I will here take leave to 
state its real amount. 

It originated in a desire of the House of Bishops “ to preserve 
unimpaired the Liturgy of the Church; and yet to remove the rea- 
sons alleged, from the supposed length of the service ; for the omis- 
sion of some of its parts, and particularly for the omission of what 
is termed the ante-communion service.” 

The first alteration proposed is, tu permit the minister to use, in- 
stead of the psalms for the day, or a selection, any other psalm or 
psalms, except on those days on which proper psalms are appoint- 
ed. This is merely a permission. ‘The minister may, if he please, 
read the psalm or a selection in the usual way. The rubric is not 
intended to be imperative. 

The next alteration suggested, respects the lessons. But in this 
ease as in the former, the matter is left entirely to the direction of 
the Clergyman, He may read the lessons as usual, or he may read 
“suitable portions thereof, not less than fifteen verses.” ‘* And on 
other days than Sundays and holy days, in those places, where 
morning and evening prayer is not daily used, he may read othe: 
portions of the Old and New Testament, instead of the prescribed 
lessons; it being recommended, that unless circumstances render i! 
inexpedient, on the stated prayer days of Wednesdays and Fridays, 
the lessons for those days, or for one of the intervening days, be 
read.” 

The matter then stands thus: the minister on all Sundays and 
holy days may read the lessons as usual, or he may curtail them. 
On days when there is not regular but occasional Service, the min- 
ister may read other portions of the Old and New Testaments, con- 
fining himself on Wednesdays and Fridays, when there are stated 
prayers, to the lessons for those days, or for some of the intervening 
days. 

The additions proposed in the Confirmation Service are merels 
explanatory, and may be used or omitted at the discretion of the 
Bishops. . 

It is true there is a new rubric proposed immediately after the 
Communion Office. But even this requires nothing but what was 
unanimously, by the Bishops and by a large portion of the Clergy, 
believed to be the sense of the Church. And surely it was a des!- 
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rable thing to relieve our Communion from the reproach, that some 
of the Clergy, without any plea of expediency, omitted this part of 
the service, while others conscientiously used it. 

Let these be adopted or rejected, one good consequence has already 
flowed from their proposal; which is this: they who were most 
irregular and loose in the performance of the Liturgy, have evinced 





a strohg attachment to it. ° ° ° 
Du last year, I have consecrated two Churches, visited ten, 
and confirmed 168 persons. I have ordained two Deacuns, six 


Priests, and licensed one Lay-Reader. . * e 

The Female,Tract Society has continued its exertions with no 
little zeal, and I trust success. But on the subject of the dissemina- 
tion of tracts, Lumust take the liberty to make some remarks. It has 
becn said, and the American Tract Society has been established on 
the supposition, that tracts may be written without any sectarian 
principles, to use the common phrase of the time, but barely to ad- 
vance practical religion. This I hold to be impossible. While 
different denominations of Christians are distinguished by such 
strong lines of demarkation, keannot see how practical religion is 
to be separated from their different principles, or promoted, but by 
their various institutions. Nay, even the modes of worship—the 
offices and the ordinances must either be alluded to, or plainly in- 
troduced on many occasions. Salvation must be taught to be at- 
tainable only through the means of grace. And the means of grace 
are intimately connected with, and inseparable from, the ordinan- 
ces of the Church, Besidesyl hold it to be the solemn duty of 
every member of our Church, for I say nothing of others, to main- 
tuin the worship of God by our incomparable Liturgy, to preserve 
her fundamental principles ; that Christ died for all men—that the 
ministry of the Church is of divine origin, and that her sacramenta 
and ordinances are the channels of divine grace. I likewise trust, 
that every Clergyman who promises at the altar “ to give his faith- 
ful diligence, always so to minister the doctrine and sacraments, 
and the discipline of the Church, asthe Lord hath commanded, and 
as this Church hath received the same,” will be so faithful to his 
vows, as not only to discountenance error, but in every way 1n his 
power, promote the interests of the Protestant Episcopal Church. — 
This line of duty is, in my view, so clearly laid down, that I view 
pi wonder and regret any deviation from it on the part of our 

ergy. 

In reviewing the condition of the Diocess, in connection with the 
answers given by the Clergymen and Vestries to the questions pro- 
posed to them at my visitations, I have considered it to be my duty 
to call the particular attention of the Clergy to the following sub- 
jects : 

The first I shall mention, is Family devotions.» Although I have 
seen, with great gratification and thankfulness, that of late years this 
pious practice has gained ground; still, 1 view it as a point to which 
the Clergy ought to direct their attention with great earnestness and 
zeal. For, if they can gain so far upon the world as to have the 
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worship of God set up in each family, they may, with great joy. 
confide in the efficacy of their ministrations. 

The holy observance of the Lord’s day, is also a subject, which, 
at the present time, demands the exertions and the prayers of a)! 
faithful members of the Gospel. “In few respects, perhaps, is there 
greater relaxation from the intention of our Almighty Creator whey 
he established this institution, than in the manner in which this day 
is spent. There can be no doubt, but it was the design Of the Aj. 
mighty, that there should be a complete pause in the operations of 
this world, an entire suspension of all its machinery, and that the 
worship of God and the concerns of the soul should occupy tha 
portion of time. Were this the case, no injury,even in temporal ar. 
rangements, would fall to any man or description of'men. Besides, 
it is a poor and senseless apology for the profanation of the Lord’s 
day, that men wish to crowd more business into life than beiongs to 
it. Our blessed Lord admitted, in correspondence with the benevo- 
lent character of his religion, works of necessity and mercy, but 
nothing else, 

Labour, my Rev. Brethren, to correct the prevailing practices of 
the time on this subject: and to establish in every family a series of 
service for the Lord’s day agreeable to the spirit and the requisitions 
of the Gospel of Christ. Let the morning begin with the devotions 
of the family, let the little community walk, in clean attire and with 
solemn feelings to the house of God and join in the excellent ser- 
vice of the Church; when they return home let them meditate upon 
the instructions of the minister, and where there is no evening ser- 
vice, let the remainder of the day be spent in reading the Bible and 
other religious works, and in catechising and instructing the younger 
branches of the family. When you bring the families in your par- 
ishes thus to spend the day and close it with prayer, you may with 
great joy conclude that it is emphatically a heavenly day. 

To the children of your flocks, I must enjoin your particular atten- 
tion. It was marked out in prophecy as a distinguishing character- 
istie of our Divine Master in his capacity of a spiritual shepherd, 
that ‘he would gather the lambs ‘in bis arm, and carry them in his 
bosom.’ 

It is not expected, that you can teach the children of your flocks 
their catechism, but you must from time to time inquire whether they 
are taught; and it is your duty to explain the catechism to them, 
and instruct them in the principles of religion and in the duties of a 
Christian life. There is a spiritual diseipline which must be applied 
to the members of every flock to promote their growth én grace. 
The obligations of their parents aud sponsors, you must frequently 
illustrate andenforce. You must carefully prepare them for confir- 
mation, and when confirmed, you must draw them up to the holy 
altar, to receive the full measure of grace, conveyed to the Christian 
tamily by the sacrament of the Lord’s supper. 

This course of duty ; this routine of service, I am well aware, will 
— a complete devotion of your time and your powers to your 
holy calling. And this is the very thing, which your obligations 
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and the obligations of your people demand. While they are required 
to minister to you in temporal things, you are expected to apply all 

our time and all your labaaur to advance their spiritual welfare. 

4nd even should the eXigencies of the Church or the difficulties 
of your peculiar situation, require some portion of your time to be 
devoted to temporal business, still some part of every day must be 
spent in meditation, in reading, and in preparing for the services of 
the Lord’eday. | | 

Such are the awful concerns and high responsibility of your of- 

fice, that as a band of brothers you ought to cherish, comfort and 
support one another. Wherever such a spirit insinuates itself into 
the Church of Christ, that the unguarded sayings, the loose remarks, 
or the thoughtless intimations of any one clergyman are treasured 
up and retailed on all occasions, harmony and confidence are total- 
ly destroyed. 
‘ With regard to the Church, our high consolation rests on the di- 
vine promise, ‘no weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, 
and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment, thou shalt 
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord.’ 

ln important things we are and we must be all united. We have 
all come under the saine vows—we all profess the same articles of 
faith—we are all engaged in the work of salvation—and were all 
little and pitiful passions of the natural heart of man entirely extir- 
pated, the Church of Christ would exhibit an exemplification of the 
test mentioned by our Saviour “by this sholl all men know, that 
yeare my disciples, if ye love one another.” 

Gentlemen of the Laity, time will not allow me to dwell upon 
your duties and your obligations in the kingdom of Christ. I will 
barely refer you to a pastoral letter which I addressed to you some 
years ago, copies of which may now be obtained by all who do not 


| possess tt. 


I shall conclude this address with commending our Holy Church 
tothe kindness and keeping of Almighty God. May he maintain 
her purity—extend her limits, and enable all her members to attain 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ. 


—<—wIZIe 


FROM BISHOP BROWNELL’S ADDRESS 


To the last Convention of Connecticut, we extract the following par- 
ticulars of general interest : 


“ Of the persons confirmed in Hartford, nine were students of Washing- 
ton College. The visitations for the administration of this holy rite, are 
calculated to produce the most salutary effects on the youth of our church, 
They afford a proper occasion for the clergy to addgess the young people 
of their parishes, under the most favorable circumstances. It is not a gen- 
eral duty they are then discharging, which demands only a common atten- 
lion, It is then considered their special business to inquire into the reli- 
gious character of the youth ander their charge, and to admonish them of 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. IV. 35 
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the nature of their religious obligations and duties. This discipline a), 
instruction is expected on such occasions, and it is always received win) 
becoming deterence, even where it is not attended with any further profit 
I am happy to add that the clergy of this diocess, are generally faithj,) ;, 
the performance of this duty, and 1 cannot doubt but they are abundany|y 
rewarded for their labours, by their increased intimacy with this interes, 
ing portion of their flocks, and by observing, in their subsequent condyc 
and deportinent, the beneficial effects of their instructions and exhortations 

The jollowing persons are now candidates for holy orders in this [jo. 
cess, viz. William Peet and Harry Finch, (who are pursuing their studie, 
at the General Theological Seminary of our Church,) and Nathan Kings. 
bury, William H. Judd, William Croswell, Allen C. Morgan, and Charles 
W. Bradley. 

The parish of Hebron has erected a new edifice for the worship of Goi, 
which was duly consecrated on the 19th of October last, by the name oj 
St. Peter’s Church. 

A handsome stone Church is just completed in the Parish of Koy, 
which will be consecrated ina few weeks; and the Parish of Hartiy;; 
has decided to build a large and very elegant Gothic Church, which is \, 
be commenced during the present season. 

In adverting to the changes which have taken place among the Clergy, 
since the last meeting of the Convention, there is no event which can more 
strongly affect our minds, than the removal by death of the Rev. Dr. 
Bronson. For more than forty years, he had been a respected Cleryy. 
man of this Diocess, and he had acquired a rank in the estimation, anda 
hold on the affections of his brethren, which few of us can expect to attain, 
During more than twenty years, he presided over the Episcopal Acadewy 
at Cheshire, with distinguished reputation. For nearly the same period 
he was a member of the Standing Committee of this Diocess, and the greaier 
part of the time President of thatbody. The wisdom, prudence, and mo- 
deration of his counsels, have contributed in no small degree, to preserve 
the peace, and advance the prosperity of the Church in Connecticut ; an‘ 
if sound learning, strict integrity, simplicity and kindness of heart, and en- 
lightened and unfeigned piety, can secure a title to esteem, and constitu! 
a claim to respectful remembrance, his naime will be long and affectionate’) 
cherished by his surviving brethren. 

Our course of Sunday School instruction continues to be productive 
the most beneficial effects upon the youth of the Diocess. Al! my obser 
vation and experience go to establish the opinions I have _heretolu' 
expressed concerning the utility of these institutions, and the salutary in! 
ence which they are calculated to produce on the future prosperity of t! 
Church. The establishment of a General Sunday School Society, uni 
the auspices of our Charch, will afford new facilities to the organizing a0 
conducting of parochial Sunday Schools, and by furnishing cheap * 
suitable books and tracts, will give increased efficiency to their operations 
I strongly recommend that all the Parish Sunday Schools in this Diocess 
should become auxiliary to the general institution. 


The last Convocation of the Clergy of this Diocess, expressed their se" 


timents in favor of the establishmentiof a General Education Society, un«' 


the auspices of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The delegates tot 
last General Convention from this Diocess, had purposed bringing the 
subject before that body, but the course of other business rendered th 
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t of success inauspicious. My situation as President of Washing- 
ay College, has necessarily led me to appreciate the advantages which 
wuld result from such an establishment. We have now in the institution, 
a considerable number of moral and religious young men, who would be 

tly aided by an annual loan or donation of moderate amount; but who, 
jor want of such assistance, will be obliged to suspend the course of their 
education, and resort to the expedient of teaching schvols to defray the 
expenses they have already incurred. Should the Convention think fit to 
encourage the establishment of a Diocesan Education Society, | am con- 
vinced that the measure would be highly beneficial to the interests of the 
Church, and that it might afford no inconsiderable aid to our infant College. 
A flourishing Education Society already exists in the Diocess of Pennsyl- 
vania, and it is not improbable that such institations may be formed in 
other Dioreses. Hereafter, if it should be deemed expedient, they might 
all be united in one general society. 

I have so often urged upon the Convention the importance of the Society 
for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge, that I deem it unnecessary to 
reiterate or extend my remarks. ‘The income of the Society, for the past 
year, has been appropriated almost entirely to the support of missionary 
jabours. ‘The reports of the Missionaries will be laid before you, with the 
parochial returns: I can only express my wishes that the receipts of the 
present year may be such as to give increased efficiency to the operations 
of the society. And [ am encouraged to hope this, as a Canon, passed at 
the last Convention, makes it obligatory on the Rector and Wardens of 
every Parish in the Diocess, to make an annual collection for the benefit of 
the Society. 

There will be laid before you the proceedings of the last General Con- 
vention, in relation to certain proposed alterations in the Liturgy. It is 
not necessary that the Diocesan Conventions should take any act in regard 
to these proposed alterations, as the question relating (6 them must be de- 
cided in the next General Convention. But if any expression of the sen- 
timents of this Diocess should be deemed useful, I submit the expediency 
of deferring it till the Convention next preceding the General Convention, 
that the subject may remain open for discussion and consideration.” 


-3Gr— 


BISHOP RAVENSCROFT ON EPISCOPACY. 
[Continued from pag: 247 of the last Number } 


Your next objection to the claim of uninterrupted succession from the 
Apostles of Christ, through the order of Bishops, is founded on the asser- 
tion, that the Apostles, as extraordinary officers, endowed with peculiar 

ifts, and eye-witnesses of Christ’s resurrection, could have no successors, 
fp 645.] And itis granted, in the fullest extent, as to these peculiar dis- 
tinctions of the apostolic office. Episcopalians lay no claim to apostoli¢ 
endowments for their Bishops. They claim only the transfer of the apos- 
tolic powers of ordaining and governing in the churgh, which the Apostles 
certainly possessed, which are indispensible to the existence and progress of 
the church, which can be exercised without miraculous power, aud which 
they indubitably committed to faithful men for perpetuity of the church, 
for order and discipline in the management of its affairs, and for certainty 
and assurance in the faith. In this sense only, are Christian Bishops ever 
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considered, or spoken of, as successors of the Apostles, by Episcopalians 
As I have had occasion, however, to notice this point-in a Sermon, de. 
livered at the first Ordination [ ever held, which the Convention of )\, 
Diocess, thought good to publish, and which has not fallen under your ob, 
servation, I will present you with an extract from it. The text is from x 
John’s Gospel, chap. xx, 21. “ As my Father hath sent me, even so sen; 
I you.” From these words, at the 11th page, I draw the following cup. 
clusions : , 

“ First. That whatever the authority of Christ, in the Gospel dispens. 
tion, was, with reference to the church, of the same extent was that of his 
Apostles. As he alone could purchase, so they only could plant and gover, 
his church; all others were interdicted from any interference. i 

** Secondly. As the church and ministry, in this dispensation, were jp. 
tended for perpetuity, “ even till the earth be filled with the knowledge ¢ 
the Lord,”—therefore this authority must also continue, and run parallel 
with it, through all generations. As Christ’s commission and authori; 
derived from the Father, admitted a transfer of it to his Apostles ; in like 
manner, the commission and authority of the Apostles derived from Chris, 
admitted, and in fact included, a like transmi:sion to others, and equally 
verifiable with theirs. Each was invested with powers and qualifications 
suited to the exigencies of the church, to its condition at the time ; and as 
there were many things in which the Apostles were inferior to their mas. 
ter as the head, but were yet truly his successors in things necessary to thy 
church : so are there many things, in which the subsequent governors o/ 
the church were inferior to the Apostles, yet were they truly, and to al 
necessary purposes, their successors. And this may serve as an answer \¢ 
the childish cavil, so much relied upon, that the Apostles, as inspired men, 
endowed with miraculous powers, and eye-witnesses of the resurrection 
and ascended glory of Jesus Christ, could have no successors. 

“ In these things) indeed, they could have no successors, neither was 
the continuance of such qualifications needed by the chureh. The Apos. 
tles lived to found and establish the church throughout the bounds ot the 
Roman Empire, aud to complete the canon of Scripture as the standard of 
the faith. ‘Their extraordinary powers were given for this end, which be- 
ing answered, they were withdrawn. But in the necessary powers and 
qualifications for its government, preservation in unity, and extension in 
the world—as these were continually needed—essential to the very being 
of the church, as a visible society; so, in them, the Apostles both could 
have, and did have successors, which have continued, in an unbroken line 
of transmitted authority, to this day, through the order of Bishops, as the 
only lawful and verifiable source of spiritual rule in the kingdom of Christ.” 

On a point so very obvious, | confess it is wery extraordinary, that mea 
who possess high character for intellectual ability, who certainly have read 
much, and profess the utmast sincerity in their objections, should not be 
able to see how very futile they are—how impossible to reconcile with 
éither scripture, reason, or matter of fact, as attested by the whole Chris- 
tian world for fifteen hundred years. And the wonder is increased, when 
I come to consider your next objection, and the manner in which you sup- 
port it. You inquire, [p. 645.] 

“ Who wetfe appointed by the Apostles as standing officers in the 
church, to do, afier their decease, all things necessary to be done for the 
promotion of the Christian Religion 7” 
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To this you boldly reply, in substance, that these standing officers, was 

the single order of church mini-ters, called indifferently by the sacred wri- 
Elders or Bishops, and you assert, |p. 646,] that, 

«The whole language of the New Testament is such, as to have extort- 
ed from many learned Episcopalians the confession—that Bishops and 
Presbyters were the same.”’ 

sir, [am sorry that any man having a character to lose, whether for 
Christian candour or literary fairness, should so commit himself. For 
what is this but the threadbare, exploded argument, from the Community 
of Names, which no Episcopalian pretends to dispute. But you cannot 
bring forward a solitary learned Episcepalian, by whom the confession 
ever was made, that Bishop and Presbyter were the same order in the min- 
istry. Far less can you establish your assertion, either from scripture or 
antiquity. 

~ ae conversant with the writings of Mr. Charles Leslie, I think, 
that even the necessity of your case, could hardly have driven you to so 
weak a defence of your cause, as you have ere resorted to. And as the 
objection is old, and unadorned with any thing new or even ingenious in 
its support, I shall reply to it in his words, as I find them in the discourse 
before mentioned. 

“If the Presbyterians will say (because they have nothing left to say) 
that all London (for example) was but one Parish—and that the Presbyter 
of every other Parish, was as much a Bishop as the Bishop of London, 
because the words Bishop and Presbyter are sometimes used in the same 
sense; they may as well prove that Christ was but a Deacon, because he 
is so called, Rom. xv, 8. And Bishop signifies an overseer, and Presbyter 
an ancient man or elder man—whence our term of Alderman. And this 
is as good a foundationge prove that the Apostles were Aldermen, in the 
City acceptation of word; or that our Aldermen are all Bishops and 
Apostles, as to prove that Presbyters ahd Bishops are all one, from the 
childish jingle of the words. 

“It would be the same thing if one should undertake to confront all an- 
tiquity, and prove against all the histories, that the Emperors of Rome 
were no more than the Generals of Armies, and that every Roman Gene- 
ral was Emperor of Rome, because he could find the word Imperator, 
sometimes applied to the General of an Army. 

“ Or, as if a commonwealth’s man should get up and say—that our for- 
mer Kings, were no more than our Dukes are now, because the style of 
Grace, which is now given to Dukes, was then given to Kings. 

“And suppose that any one was put under the penance of answering 
such ridiculous arguments, what method would be taken, but to show that 
the Emperors of Rome, and former Kings of England had Generals of 
Armies and Dukes under them, and exercised authority over them ? 

“ Therefore, when we find it given in charge to Timothy, the first 
Bishop of Ephesus—how he was to proceed against his Presbyters when 
they transgressed—to sit in judgment upon them, examine witnesses against 
them, and pass censures upon them, it is a most impertinent logomachy to 
argue from the etymology of the words, that notwithstanding all this—a 
Bishop and a Presbyter are the same thing.» Therefore, that one text, 1 
Tim. v, 19, is sufficient to silence the pitiful clamour of the Presbyterians. 
Our English translation reads it “ against an Elder” —which is the literal 
'ranslation of the word Presbyter—* against a Presbyter receive not an 
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accusation, but before two or three witnesses, and them that sin reby), 
before all, that others also may fear. Now, upon the Presbyterian hypo. 
thesis, we must say, that Timothy had no authority or jurisdiction oy,, 
that Presbyter, against whom he had power to receive accusations, exay), 
ine witnesses, and pass censures upon him; and that such a Presbyter jj, 
the same authority over Timothy; which is so extravagant, and againg 
common sense, that J will not stay longer to confute it; and this is eNougi 
to have said conterning the Presbyterian argument from the etymology , 
the word Presbyter and Bishop.” $ 

Thus far Mr. Leslie, and though I perfectly coincide with him—tha; ; 
is a sufficient answer to all that has or can be said, from the community 9 
names. Yet, as you refer your readers to the 20th chapter of the Acts ; 
the Apostles for proof of your assertion, it is necessary to meet yuu o 
your own ground, lest it should be said, that I could not do it. 

The part to which you refer, is the affecting circumstance of St. Pay)’, 
farewell charge to the Elders of the Church of Ephesus, under the solem, 
foresight that they should meet no more in this world. Here then i \ 
fairly to be presumed, that the man who could appeal to his hearers 
“ That for the space of three years he had kept nothing back that was pro. 
fitable to them, but had taught them publicly, and from house to house,” 
would be full and particular in his instructions and directions. 1 theretore 
ask the reader to look if there is a single word of instruction or direction w 
these Presbyters or Bishops on the exercise of the ordaining power, or 
a single word on this very important part of their office, is addressed 

rsons of this order in-the ministry, in any of the Epistles, by any o the 

Apostles? If then, as is asserted by you, Episcopal power and authority, 
in the proper acceptation, belonged to these Presbyters of the Ephesia 
Church, in virtue of their office as such—it is most unaccountable, that not 
the remotest allusion is made to it by St. Paul, at this particular and very 
proper time. Andystill more unatcountable, how, if they possessed it, they 
could have exercised it upon each other. If all had equal right to rule, 1 
judge of doctrine and conduct, to censure and absolve—who were to obey 
and submit themselves ? The very idea of such a state of things is so ab- 
surd as to refute this argument in favour of parity. But to put the matter 
out of all reasonable dispute, and to satisfy every fair and candid mind— 
Jet the instructions and directions given by St. Paul to these Ephesian 
Bishops, or Presbyters or Elders, (for the name is nothing) be contrasted 
with those given to Timothy and Titus by the same Apostle—and then 
say whether Bishop and Presbyter are the same in order and office, a 
ministers of the Church. Whether the Elders assembled at Miletus, pos- 
sessed, either individually or collectively, the powers and prerogatives con- 
ferred on Timothy and Titus ? 

That the Elders who attended St. Paul’s summons were Bishops, in the 
then use of the word, that is, overseers, in charge of particular congreg? 
tions, there is no dispute; therefore the Apostle’s exhortation is confined 
to this their proper duty, “ Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and '0 
all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 
the Church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 

That Timoth, aud Titus were Bishops, that is overseers in the sense 0! 
judging, restraining and governing, as well as ordaining the Bishops, of 

, or Pastorsof particular congregations, can be disputed or de 
nied by none, unless under thé influence of the most pitiable prejudice— 
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and therefore the exhortations and directions of this same Apostle to them, 
are suited to this their special office. Nor can the difference, either in the 
matter or manner of the address, be otherwise accounted for. | therefore 
most cordially second your request ‘‘ that the reader carefully peruse the 
ietters of Paul the Apostle to Timothy and Titus,” and then judge whe- 
ther the Apostle “ uses phraseology exactly conformed to your position.” 


> He will indeed find the words Elder and Presbyter, and Bishop applied 


indifferently to denote the office of a Pastor of a single congregatiog ; but 
searching for the whole truth, he will also find an office, of oversight and 
authority over these very Bishops, and all of their order, conferred upon 
Timothy and Titus, with directions how to discharge it, and with injunc- 
ions to Timothy to continue the office after him. “ This charge commit 
[to thee, son Timothy. The same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also.” 
( To be continued. ) ’ 


. <—9OCta 


POETRY. 


HEBREW MELODY. 


BY SIR WALTER 8COTT. 


Wares Israel of the Lord beloved, 
Out from the land of bondage came, 
Her father’s God before ber moved, 
An awful guide, in smoke and flame. 
By day, along the astonish'd lands, 
~The cloudy pillar glided slow ; 
By night, Arabia’s crimson'd sands 
Return'd the fiery column's glow. 


There rose the choral hymn of praise, 
And trump andtimbrel answer’d keen, 
And Zion's daughters pour'd their lays, 
With priest’s and warrior’s voice between. 
No portents now our foes amaze, 
Forsaken Israel wanders lone ; 
Our fathers would not know Thy ways, 
And Thou hast left them to their own. 


But present still, thoagh now unseen ! 
When brightly shines the prosperous day, 
Be thoughts of Thee a cloudy screen 
To temper the deceitful ray. ‘ 
And oh, when stoops on Judah’s path, 
In shade and storm the frequent night, . 
Be Thou long-suffering, slow to wrath, ' 
A burning and a shining light. 


Our harps we left by Babel’s streams, 
Thy tyrant’s jest, the Gentile’s scora; 
No censer round our altar beams, 
And mute are timbrel, trump and horn. 
But Thou hast said, the blood of goat, 
The flesh of rams, I will not ad : 
A contrite heart, a humble thought, 
Are mine accepted sacrifice. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGONCHE. 


Diocess of Maryland.—Kt appears that there are in this dioces 
besides the Bishop, 49 Clergymen, 44 of whom attended the las 
Convention held in June. Amount of the Bishop’s fund $1044 35 

On motion made and seconded, it was “ Resolved, that this Cup. 
vention being deeply impressed with the importance of Missionary 
labours, both foreign and domestic, with a view to ditfuse a proper 
understanding of the subject, and to awaken among the people , 
love and zeal for missions, do recommend to the Clergy of the dio. 
cess to read before their people at stated periods, at least once every 
three months, such an abstract of missionary information, as they 
may deem condiicive to those objects.” 

Diocess of North-Carolina.—In this diocess there are, besides thy 
Bishop, 10 Clergymen, of whom 8 attended the late Conveutioy 
held in May. The Committee on the state of the Church made ty 
following Report :— 

‘As from several of the Parishes, no parochial reports have 
been sent, it is obviously impossible to present, with much accu- 
racy in this annual report, an aggregate or comparative estimate 
of the condition and prugress of the Church in this diocess. As far, 
however, as any information has been laid before us from the differ. 
ent parts of the diocess, it conveys the most cheering intelligence. 
He who presides over the destinies of the Church, has said “ let 
Jerusalem be rebuilt,” and our Zion is, in consequence, with steady 
progress, shaking herself from the dust, putting on her beautiful gu- 
ments, and coming forth in her strength. 

“* We refer to the paruchial reports, and particularly to the Journal 
of our beloved diocesan, for proof, that our increase and prosperity 
are not merely nominal and external, but are associated with the 
enlightened and sanctifying religion of the heart. These we bhai! 
as the earnest of their stability and permanency. Most pleasing 
indeed and cohsolatory are the numerous indications of increasing 
activity, zeal and holiness among the members of our communion. 
And after the uniform progress which, God be thanked, our Church 
has for years been making in her march to a holier and happier cov- 
dition, we hope that both her timorous friends, and her determined 
foes will be convinced, that notwithstanding their predictions to the 
coptrary, Heaven has not destined her even to declension, much 
Jess to extinction. Her eause is the cause of God, her march 1s 
under the banner of Divine Providence ; and He who has preserved 
her in the hour of peril, and darkness, and depression, stands pledged 
to protect her from all that would oppose her career towards her 
millenial glory. 

“ Your Committee have observed, with much pleasure, that the 
parochial reports are not merely, as often has been the case, baré 
details of the number of marriages, births, funerals, and commu! 
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cants, but contain likewise brief abstracts of the state of religion, 
and of the improvements that are introduced into each parish from 
year to year. ‘These abstracts, indeed, that they may not become 
edious, should be very much condensed, but it should be remem- 
pered, that no parochial report is complete without them; and as 
scarcely any returns have been made this year, of the number of 
adults in every parish, as required by our Sth canon, as well as by 
the 40th and 45th of the General Convention, we trust that that de 

ficiency will not need to be noticed hereafier. 

“ The friends of the Church, and of religion, must always delight 
to see an account of all the labours of love to which the ever active 
and fruitful principle of piety gives birth ; but we cannot help noti- 
cing, as pre-eminently important, the labours of Sabbath Schools, 
and the eatechetical instructions of the rising generation. It appears 
from the documents before us, that these schools and instructions 
are increasing ; and such is the immense and happy influence which 
under God they may be made to exert upon both the Church and 
upon society at large, that they cannot be too earnestly recommend- 
ed, or too sedulously promoted. Sabbath scholars and catechumens 
are the green hope of our churches; and it is devoutly to be wished 
that all the children of our parishes may be trained perseveringly 
and systematically, under the influence of all those advantages which 
the present improved state of society affords. 

“For other particulars on which your Committee deem remarks 
unnecessary, they refer to the graphic details presented by the paro- 
chial reports, and more especially by the deeply interesting and 
affecting journal of our diocesan. In concluding this subject, how- 
ever, though they feel incompetent to say what course. ought to be 
pursued, they would most earnestly call the attention of this Con- 
vention to the means of supplying our destitute churches: ond they 
pray the great Head of the Church, in his infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, to heal our wounds and to raise us up help. 

“On the subject of the resolutions which the late General Conven- 
tion has submitted to the several State Conventions, and the consi- 
deration whereof has been referred to your Committee, they beg 
leave to report :— 

“That in their opinion, it is not expedient to act on the resolutions 
at the present Convention, but that, according to the suggestion of 
our diocesan, it is best to delay the adoption or rejection of these 
resolutions, so that all the members of the Church in this diocess, 
may have time to give them a thorough examination. Your Com- 
mittee beg leave to observe in recommending a delay, that they 
think it proper to guard against any inference that the present Con- 
vention entertain any approbation of the proposed alterations of the 
Liturgy :—they mean merely by postponing the consideration of the 
subject to the next Convention, to obtain a deliberate expression of 
the sense of this diocess. They therefore recommend, that so much 
of the journal of the last General Convention as relates to this sub- 
ject, be printed with the minutes of this Convention.” 


GOS. MESS.—VOL. Iv. 36 
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The Committee of finance, in their report, remark as follow. 
* Your Committee have under consideration the proposition to 
afford the Bishop a salary adequate to his support, and to relicy, 
him from parochial duty ; and they have given to it the attentio, 
required by its importance, and by the interest felt in it by the Cox. 
vention, and by the members of the Church throughout the diocess. 
Y our Committee have devised a plan, whereby, they hope, under the 
blessing of God, and with the cordial co-operation of the frieids of 
the Church, the object may be attained. 

“ The Episcopal fund is now worth $6,500, in round numbers, and 
if, by subscription, the sum of $5000 or $6000 can be procured, the 
interest of these sums, with a moderate annual assessment, will raise 
$1,200, with which sum, the Bishop, it is understood, will be con. 
tent, and which is certainly a small sum for the support of a respect. 
able family. Yotr Committee, therefore, recommend, that some 
proper person be appointed by the Convention to accompany the 
Bishop on a mission throughout the diocess, for the purpose of so- 
liciting further subscriptions, in aid of the fund for the Episcopate; 
and that the Bishop be requested, by this Convention, to proceed 
on said mission, as soon after autumn, as a proper attention to the 
state of health, in the low country, will permit. Your Committee 
further recommend, that after the next Convention, if a sufficien 
fund be raised for the support of the Bishop, that a Committee be 
appointed, on the part of the Convention, to enter into a contract 
with him, whereby his services will be secured exclusively to the 
diocess. Your committee further recommend that some clergyman 
be requested to prepare an address to the members of the Church, 
to forward the subscription, and thatathe said address be published 
with the proceedings of this Convention.” 

The address prepared in conformity to the above recommenda- 
tion, is equally applicable in other dioceses, and we purpose to 
republish it in our next number. 

Diocess of Massachusetts.—‘* The Couvention assembled on Wed- 
nesday, the 20th June. Present, the Bishop and 11 Presbyters and 
4 Deacons. The parochial reports from 13 Churches were read, 
and furnish the following aggregate :—Communicants, 1127—Bap- 
tisins, 235—Burials, 102—Marriages 92—Confirmations, 106—Sun- 
day School Members, 625. In most of the Congregations there are 
Missionary Societies, and in several Bible Classes and Parish Li- 
braries. 

‘* A Committee appointed at a previous Convention, reported that 
$3000 had been judiciously expended on the repairs of Chis! 
Church, Cambridge, which were now completed, and a Committee 
was elected to collect subscriptions for a permanent fund for tha! 
Church.” 


Diocess of Delaware.—The Annual Convention was held «| 
Dover, on the 9th of June. Only 2 of the Clergy were present, 
and 7 Lay-Delegates, representing 4 Churches. There are 4 Pre* 
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pyters, 1 Deacon, 4 Candidates for Orders, and 13 Connvegations. 
The proposed alterations in the Liturgy were referred to a Commit- 
ree to report at the next Convention. 


Diocess of Vermont.—At the Annual Convention, held on the 27th 
june, were present, 7 Presbyters and 3 Deacons; and of the Laity, 
10 Delegates, representing 7 Parishes. A Committee was appointed 
on the proposed alterations in the Liturgy, to report at the next 
meeting. 

A Committee was also appointed to take into consideration, and 
report to the next Convention, the expedicncy of withdrawing from 
the Eastern diocess, and electing a Bishop for the Diocess of Ver- 


mont. 


Diocess of New-Jersey.—At the Convention held on the 30th and 
3ist of May, were present, the Bishop and 14 of the Clergy. ‘It 
was moved and resolved, that the resolutions communicated to this 
body by the General Convention of our Church, respecting certain 
proposed alterations in the Liturgy, and in the Constitution of the 
Church, be read by the Minister of each Church in the diocess, to 
his congregation, before the next annual Convention. 

“It was’ proposed for the consideration of the Convention, the 
following, as additional articles to the Constitution. 

‘* Whenever, in the course of Divine Providence, a Bishop is to 
be elected for this diocess, it shall be requisite for two thirds of each 
order present, to concur in the choice. 

‘*No election can take place, unless notice of a contemplated 
election shall have been given six months.” 

There are in this diocess, besides the Bishop, 18 Clergymen. The 
amount of the Bishop’s fund, 82168 51. 

“In Salem, a! Female Missionary Society, consisting of young 
ladies belonging to the Episcopal Church, has recently been formed, 
auxiliary to the Female Episcopal Missionary Society of that place. 
In addition to the annual contribution, this Society meets on the 
first Monday in every month, when the members are employed in 
making various articles, the proceeds of which are devoted to the 
objects of the Societyg Much commendation is due to the young 
ladies for the zeal and industry which they have already mani- 
fested.”” 

Diocess of Mississippi.—At the Convention held on the 2nd and 
8d of May, 1827, were present, 4 Clergymen—l1 of the Clergy only 
was absent. A Sermon was preached at the opening of the Con- 
vention, by the Rev. A. A. Muller, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Natchez. It was recommended to their Churches to contribute te 
the building fund of the General Theological Seminary. 

Tennessee.—Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Washington 
Repertory, dated Nashville, April 16, 1827—** The prospeets of the 
Episcopal Chureh in this Western country are new brightening. 
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Until within the last two years, she was entirely unknown in Tey. 
nessee. Long had the pious emigrant of our Evangelical Chure) 
been deprived of the happy, the cheering privilege of uniting in 4), 
delightful and heavenly service of that Church to which for he, 
purity of doctrine and consistency of worship, they had in early |if, 
become attached. About fifteen months since, the first Clergyinay 
of our Church settled in this State. We have now two ordained 
Clergymen, and one licensed Lay-reader labouring among us. (ys 
late, we have been much encouraged by the progress of the Ohjo 
Seminary. It is the principal source from which the wants of ou; 
Church west of the inountains can be supplied.”” The Rev. Orson 
V. Howell has been called to take charge of a new Episcopal Chure) 
in Nashville. 

General Theological Seminary.—\information was communicated 
to the Board of ‘Trustees, at their last meeting, that a pew in S. 
Paul’s Church, Boston, had been given to this Seminary, by Mr. D, 
A. Tyng. 

The increase of the Library during the year has been 59 folios, 
38 quartos, and 99 octavos and under, most of them donations. 

It was Resolved, that the Standing Committee be authorised, if 
they deem it expedient, to prepare the principal room in the Semi- 
nary building for the performance of public worship. 

The next session will commence on the Ist day of October. 

Sunday School Union.—The Board of Managers held their annual 
meeting on the 28th June—present, three Bishops, and a number of 
Clerical and Lay Managers from five or six dioceses, The report 
of the Executive Committee was read, and has since been published. 
The receipts from all sources have been nearly 31100, of which 
$766 were obtained in the city of New-York, ‘ It may not be im- 
proper to advert to the fact (say the Committee) that im as much as 
the Episcopalians of this city have been honored with the chief man- 
agement of the affairs of this Society, so should they contribute 
liberally to its support, This remark, which we understand is often 
made, is felt and acknowledged in all its force and truth; and we 
trust that our brother Churchmen elsewheregwill admit that our ob- 
ligations in this respect have been well discharged; especially when 
it is considered that the demands upon our munificence are nume- 
rous and incessant, and are made upon us from every quarter of our 
widely extended country. Let but a correspondent amount be raised 
in other cities, large towns, and populous distriets of country, and 
our Treasury will never want the means of carrying forward the 
operations of this Society to a most beneficial and gratifying extent.” 
* Protestant Episcopal Church in India.—Arechdeacon Corrie states, 
that at Chunar there is a Congregation of 200 natives, 80 of whom 
are regular Communicants, about 60 of these have learned to read 
since they arrived at adult age, and out of this Congregation, to my 
own personal knowledge, not Jess than 20 have died in the fal! 
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exercise of Christian faith and hope.—‘ I here might instance the 
case of one native, who died in my own house at Benares. He was 
porn of Christian parents, but grew up in ignorance of the Christian 
religion. . He afterwards learned to read the Scriptures in the Hin- 
doostanee tongue. The influence of the Bible soon began to appear 
in his conduct. After some years, he fell into a decline, under the 
sufferings of which he lingered for a long time: during that period, 
his advancement in the Christian life was evident: I never met with 
a more sincere or a more deeply experienced Christian in any class 
of society. The last words which he uttered were, ‘1 desire to be 
with Christ.’ This man, in the course of his servitude, had saved 
400 rupees--half of which he left, by will, to his family; 100 rupees 
to the Bible Society ; and 100 rupees to the Church Missionary So- 
ciety. On one occasion, a native gentleman, in the course of con- 
versation with me, observed, that, for his own part, he had never yet 
seen any particular good arise among the natives of this country 
from their professed conversion to Christianity. I led him to the 
bed-side of the dying man; the sight of his patience, his meekness, 
his faith and. hope in Christ, perfectly astonished him; and he ex- 
claimed, as he departed, that he had never before witnessed such a 
wonderful sight: it was the most wonderful that he had ever seen 
in the whole course of his life!” 

The English Seciety for promoting Christian knowledge has a 
special fund of £SV00, for the establishment of native schools in 
India, to which, object, for the future, its principal attention in the 
East is to be directed, as education alone can prepare the way for 
the reception of Christianity. 

A Society Auxiliary to the Church Missionary Society of London, 
was organized at Calcutta, Dec, 1, 1823. ‘‘ From their 3d Annual 
Report of 1826,'we learn, that the Parent Society now remits to 
that in Caleutta, $13,333 annually. In 13 schools established in 
Caleutta by this mission, there are 812 boys in daily attendance. 
They are instructed in all the elementary books published by the 
School-Book Society ; they read also, portions of the Bible, and of 
4 Catechism, on Christianity. The Rev. Mr. Reichardt, in order 
‘0 qualify the Pundits as instructors to the children, admits them to 
his house every*Saturday afternoon, when he reads and explains,to 
them the books which are taught in the schools. Ina addition tothe 
13 schools named, there is also an English school on the Society’s 
premises, regularly attended by about 50 youths. 

At Burdwan, a\Mission is established, where are 15 village schools, 
containing 1100 children. These are scattered in perhaps 150 dif- 
erent villages. In the school for instructing in English, which 
tontains 59 boys, besides 6 connéeted with the Bengalee depart- 
ment, religious and general knowledge is advancing. ‘Respecting 
thts Seminary, the Report says, there never was so much of talent 
tnd industry, and regularity in attendance, or so much friendly fee}- 
ing towards Christianity, as at present. In the few disputes that 
have occurred, their appeal is to the Bible. The public services at 
the Chapel are in English and Bengalee. 
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At an examination of the English school at Burdwan, in w,,,, 
every boy repeated in suecession a hymn, or piece of poetry, ehos,., 
by himself, the scene was delightful. “ It was quite evident” «,,.. 
the report, “that their minds were stored with the knowledge ,, 
divine truth; and that there was a tone of solid and intelligent eo). 
sideration of that in which they were engaged. James, the Chris;,., 
boy, at the head of his class, chose the beautiful piece of Cowper 
about the Swallow. He evinced much feeling, whilst he open, 
the meaning of its different parts. Ram Coomar, the next, repeat, 
“Come, thou universal blessing.”” Shree Mont chose the hyip) 
** God is a Spirit, just and wise.” Sheeboo repeated, “ Awake. »», 
soul, and with the sun.” Ununto, the next boy, gratified the audicene. 
much by reciting the hymn, “Ashamed of Jesus!" &e. Chrisp 
Mohun chose the beautiful lines of Parnell, ‘** The sun that walt. 
his airy way,” &c. And the last boy sad, “My song shall bles 
the Lord of all.” Great advantages seemed to arise from thei; 
being permitted to choose their own hymn. They appeared : 
repeat with greater feeling and animation. Nothing of its kiy 
could be more pleasing. The teacher is about to employ three o/ 
the boys in translating an Epitome of Robinson Crusoe. This 
whilst it exercises their talents, will afford them an innocent amuv- 
ment. Lads of the first class attend the Minister, to whom they ar 
much attached, in his pastoral visits. These symptoms are encouriy. 
ing to the hope of moral health. Prejudices are decreasing. You) 
are preparing for useful labour, and for becoming instructors ty 
theif ignorant countrymen. 

At Culna, nine schools are established, containing above 10 
boys and girls. At Gorruckpore, four schools are supported, whic! 
contain over 100 youths. In the central school, there are 6%, frov 
Hindoo and Mahemmedan families. At Benares, there are six nat 
boys’ schools, containing about 240, and a girls’ school of about }) 
At Chunar, the Society has six schools ;. one for English, and on 
for Persian, one for Hindoostanee, &e. 

The Printing Establishment at Calcutta has struck off, since Ju) 
1824,—86,400 copies of books and tracts in differént languages. 
besides work done for the Bible Societv, and for others. The intlv- 
ence of the press on India is great beyond calculation. 

In the last year, at the different stations, 26 have made a pub 

rofession of religion, and the number of habitual worshippers ' 
about 480, besides the assemblies of unconverted ‘natives. Nati 
children receiving daily instruction, in the Schools of the Soci’ 


namber 2696.— Watchman. 

. The buildings of Bishops’ College are yet in an unfinished sta’, 
but present a handsome appearance. The style is modern gothit 
There are, it is said, « Principal, who is also Professor, the Re' 
Mr. Mills, and two other resident Professors. A Printing office » 
connected withthe (ollege, and there is a translating departme!! 


The Rev. John 'T. James has been appointed to the See of Cal 
ctitta. 
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At the late commencement of Columbia College, New-York, held 
on Tuesday, the 7th August last, the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
was conferred on the Rey. Henry U. Onderdonk, M. D. assistant 
Bishop elect of the Diocess of Pennsylvania ; and on the Rev. 
Jasper Adams, President of Geneva College, New-York, and late 
President of Charleston College, in this city. 


Bible Questions.—Who were the Samaritans, and how did they 
differ from the Jews in Religion, &c. ? 

What instruction is furnished by our Lord’s interview with the 
Samaritan woman—(John iv.)? 

What was the reason of his injunction, (Matt. x. 5.)? 

Consult the Commentators on the above places, and on 2 Kings, 
xvii.—Prideaux Connections, Part 1, Book vi. Vol. 2.—Calmet’s 
Dictionary—Beausobre & L’Enfant’s Introduction to the N. T. 
Part 1.—( Also in Watson’s Theol. Tracts, Vol. 3.)—Horne’s Lntro- 
duction to the Scriptures, Vol. 2, chap. 1.—Hannah Adams’ History 
of the Jews. 

Answers to be given on the first Sunday in October. 


Coo 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianty in 
South-Carolina.— Theological Library. 


Acknowledgment by the Librarian of donations during the month of August. 

By Rev. Paul Trapier Gervais, ‘The British Critic, 6 vols. Svo. half bound. 

By Mrs Mary Ann Greene. Cobbett’s Political Register, 8vo. half bound; Zolli- 
hoffer’s Sermons on the Dignity of Man, 8vo. bound. Knox’s Essays, 18mo. bound. 
Swifts Tale of the Tub, 32mo bound. Ossian’s Poems, 8vo. bd. Several Pamphlets. 

By Miss Ann Findley Query. Discourses on important subjects of the Gospel, &e. 
by Michael Boston, V. D. M. &c. to which is prefixed, an Account of the Author, 
by the Rev Wm. Campbell, sen. 8vo. bds. An Historical Defence of Experimental 
Religion, in which the doctrine of divine influences is supported by the authority of 
Seripture and the experience of the wisest and best men in all ages and countries, bds. 
I8mo. A short Introduction to Latin, for the use of the University and Academy of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 18mo. bound» Swift's Miscellanea, 3 vols. 18 mo. bound, 

By Hon. Thomas S. Grimké. Free and Candid Disquisitions, &c. 8vo, boards. 
Calamy’s Sermons upon several occasions, 8vo. sheep. Secker’s Nine Sermons on 
the occasion of the late War and Rebellion, 8vo. bound Le Nouveau Testament ou 
La Nouvelle Alliance De ‘Notre Seigneur Jesus Christ, 8vo. sheep. Worthington’s 
Select Discourses, 8vo. sheep. The Libertine and Infidel, led to reflection by calm 
expostulation, by John Duncan, D. D. 8vo. boards. Overton's True Churchman 
ascertained, 8vo. boards. Missionary Herald for July, Svo. stitched. 

By Ebenezer Thayer. New Ideas on Population, with Remarks on the Theories 
of Malthus & Godwin, by Alexander H. Everett, 8vo. boards. 

I» Books in any department of Literature, will be gratefully received at the Library, 
No. 79 Broad-street, between King and Meeting-streets. 


<li 
BPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Maryland 
On Sunday, June 3d, 1827, in St. Paul's Church, Baltimore, Mr. Thomas Billop, was 
admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 

On Wednesday, June 13, 1827, in St. Paul’s Church, Chestertown, Mr. John P. 
Fenner, was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons; and the Rev. Matthias Harris, 
and the Rev, Ira Parker, Deacons, were admitted to the Ho! y Order of Priests. 
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On Wednesday, August 2, 1827, in the Chapel of St. Margaret’s, Westminstey tl 
Rev. Henry Aisquith, Deacon, was admitted tothe Holy Order of Priests. 1. 

By the Kight Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the P E. Churchin New-York, On Sy, 
day, July 15, 1827, in Christ Church, Ponghikeebele, Mr. Horatio Potter, was adm : 
ted to the Holy Order of Deacons. 5 


CONSECRATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Hobart, Bishop of the P. E. Church in New- York.—On Tyo. 
day, July 10, 1827, St. John’s Church, Brooklyn, was solemnly consecrated to tho 
Christian worship of Almighty God. This Church was erected at the sole expense 
of its Rector, the Rev. E. M. Johnson. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp, Bishop of the P. E. Church in Maryland.—On Weg. 
nesday, June 20, 1827, a handsome Church, as the Parish Church of Worcheste; 
Parish, was solemnly consecrated to the Christian worship of God. 


~~ — 


OBITUARY. 


Died, of the yeliow fever, on Monday, August 27, 1827, Mr. Tuomas Gitwiy 
Buswett, aged 27 years. This gentleman was a native of Gilmantown, New-Hamp. 
shire, and had resided in Charleston for the last fonr years: where bis amiable and 
unassuming manners, aud his ability and faithfulness as an instructor of youth, had 
deservedly procured him many respectable friends. He was a graduate of Dartmout) 
College, and for some time past had devoted himself to the service of religion, and 
was a candidate for Holy Orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocess 
He possessed strong devotional feelings, and gave promise of much usefulness in the 
arduous profession which, it is believed, he embraced from the purest motives, and 
the best principles of the heart: Love to God, and a sincere desire to promote the 
everlasting happiness of his fellow meu. 


Died, on the 23d July, the Rv.Wmu H. Witmer, D. D. President of William & Mary 
College, Williamsbarg, (Va.) His loss to that Institution, and to the Episcopal Church 
not in Virginia only, but throughout our country, can be repaired by Him only, in 
whose hands the greatest and best men are but instruments. Dr. Wilmer presided in 
the house of Cierical and Lay-deputies of the General Convention of our Church at 
several sessions, and gave universal satisfaction. He was also advantageously dis- 
tinguished as the author of a very useful Compend, entitled, ‘‘ The Episcopal Manual’ 
and of many ablepapers on the Catholic Controversy, and on other Theolggical sub- 
jects. 

Died, on the 22d July, Mrs. Resecca F. Witmer, consort of the Rev. Simon 
Wilmer, of New Jersey, brother of the late Dr. Wilmer. 


Died, in England, on the 8th of May, the Rev. Letga Ricamonn, A. M. of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, Rector of Turvey, Bedfordshire, and Chaplain to his late Roy « 
Highness the Duke of Kent. He was the only son of the late H. Richmond, M. D 
formerly fellow of Trinity College. Mr Richmond’s name is familiar in the record: 
of beveficence, and as the writer of “the Dairyman’s Daughter,” and several othe: 


religious Tracts. 


add Adel 


CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 


2. Twelfth Sunday after Trinity. 
3. Meeting of Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society. uid 
6. Quarterly Meeting of the Managers of the P. E. Sunday School Society. 
9. Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

16. Fourteenth do. do — do. 

19. Ember Day. 

4 j St. Matthew—Ember Days. 

25. Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


30. Sixteenth do. do. de. 





